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MEMORaNDlILI FOR THE DIRECTOR: 




■M 88 ** ,4" - 

-i 

^^^^^^^^as^jjefej^o the letter I have prepared addressed ‘ 
to Excelsior Springs, Missouri, concern- 
ing the claims o^ai^ndividual now residing in that city, to 
the effect that he is the original Jesse James. A 

Of course, Jesse James* fingerprints never were taken, i 
It follows that any identification would have to be made upon the * 
basis of physical characteristics ant^hotoerajly^ The photograph 
of the younger person transmitted no doubt is a 

wood cut of the original photo, 

or is the opinion of who 

specialized somewhat in Portrait Parle, andthe undersigned, that 
the person now claiming to be Jesse James is an imposter. It is 
realized, of course, that the wood cut may not have been a perfect 
likeness. It is realized further that the facial appearance of 
any individual changes with age, but we base our conclusion upon 
the following: 

There is a marked dis -similarity in the appearance of 
the ears, particularly in the outer depression. In the case of 
the original Jesse James, this is very wide at the top, with the 
result that the inner depression is narrow. In the case of the 
person claiming to be James, both depressions are elongated. Other 
dis-similarities are that the original Jesse James seems to have 
an elevation over the eyes not noticeable in the photographs of 
the later James; that the nose of the individual claiming to be 
James is elongated and inclined to be humped, whereas the nose of 
the original James seems to be somewhat short and uplifted on the 
end giving a retrousse aspect; that the jaw of the original James 
is much squarer than that of the present claimant and that the 
bald spot on the head of the original Jesse James recedes to a 
point now covered by the hair of the present claimant. It is 
noticed also, that the claimants eyes are crossed. 
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I am attaching a photostatic copy of the fingerprints 
and photograph of John^ames, alias John J. .James, alias Jesse 
[James, showing his receipt at the Southern Illinois Penitentiary, 
at Menard, Illinois, on June 0, 1926, to serve a, term of one year 
to life for the crime of manslaughter* It will be observed 
that he gave his age as 83, and his birthplace as Missouri. 


This memorandum is being sent you merely for completion 
of the file, and possibly for future reference in connection with 
this case. 


Respectfully, 

L. C. Schilder 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


jn 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

G3^ Deleted under exemption(s) (s ) / x.'t.Lp . ^ ^ ^ c-ds.- t with no segregable 

BiateriaUvilable for release to S3-/ a^L 0-)&) 

C3 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

— — , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference 

- C? ^ /7/ - / JZsvsl. 


regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE y 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

XXXXXX 


FBt/OOJ 




V'SL- 


T: if*;;* 
^ • • ■' 


vfc. : : ; n ; 


XOStfflC 






January ffl, 195 * 


ivr** 






•-V •"' D*ar 8ir« r v ;* : . v >>. 

■ ?;%■' ,.yft\ x a Zs - fes'f • 

2 S?-;^:-e-' :: : l * «ino»l»4g«4 #f jrour iittu at Jmumjt. . 

-•aSUlv .* • i **“ v < . V-' 1 '* iH- 10 HP AAnAAWl<«ia» dm 'a* J. 1 ! '"at ' ?5 ’ •' f >■*.* V 


19is > conoamlng an individual claiming W'W'ib^rsee* : ip|SS5 
original Jesse 
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Blaok Joe K 7 
Pete 23 1935 




Department Of Juatis, 

Washington D.C 

Gentlemen, o ~ - 

I am writing you to get the picture of Jessie James, are 
any of his men are gang, 

X think that I have one of his men spoted he is around 
97 years of age and is in hiding here are near here 
and any information yhat you might give me reguarding him 
will tee appreoiated, 

thank you very much for thiB / 

Information,! am yours very truly / 



Blaok Joe Ky 


bio 
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- y''-y' : : Reference is Bade .to yc/i# c oe i unl cation 

:> \Y •YY.'Y, February 23, 1935* advising that you have inf orawrtidn 
,<vv. relative to Jessie Janes or sons of his non. • YYY-- 

■ ■ Y' C Y -V ••* 1 >• a«;; S 

Y Y- Y-'-Y Y;Y^: Please be advised that 'the files of this* ' v 'Y^YYY. Yj 

;YY YY— Bureau contain no inforaation or photographs of this . Yj| 

;;.Y YY'YfY-vY individual or any of his associates, although lt;ls.^^Y- 2 Y*'Y^-.-YY; 
YYY ; W«, Y’ YY- a matter of general knowledge .that. an outlaw V 
;YY.YYV.-' 4 ..Y : : name was killed aaay years ago,; - I. aa,/according3y,'Y^''^^YYYsY 

, v:, uaabl ^. ^ furalsh you with any additional inforaatltei' ^ ' V** 
which might assist you in further identifying the 
subject of your communication. 


•' »».> .!*•* \ ■ ; /j 4 
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' Y‘ ”*■ *.■ Y’ i; '' — Y v '• I suggest that in toe event you have inforaa- -^;^^^^, 

Y Y-vY' .'. ^ Y\ ■' ti.° n pertaining to too whereabouts ot any crliainala . Y^YYYYYY;: 
iYY* • >YY" YV you communicate direct with Mr. X* -J. Connelley, 

Y 'Y;:. Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau . of Xovestlga~ #.' v> 

' Y/Y.Y* Y tion, U* S, Department of Justice, 426 0. S. Custoaf ^Y. 

'.Y vY. House 'and Post Office Bui l ding, Cincinnati, "YYY 

"i* i ,Y. ^ Y* •*. y * ^^YfYYrY^YjYf 

' i,. V:i/£Y ' V ^-Y ’■ " ▼•ry truly years,' ; 

y Y *-• ; Z& ■ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EDWARDS 


On January 28, 1936, the fingerprints of one 
Jesse Wood s pot James were received in the Identification 
Division frcm^the Dallas, Texas Police Department, which 
contained the following notation: 

"Was brought to this bureau by local 
business man, claimed to be the original Jesse 
< P Jame s, Missouri outlaw; recorded for identi- 
fication purposes and released." 

Accordiig to the information appearing on this 
fingerprint card this individual is at present 88 years 
old. 



| <Jandy_ 


Respectfully, 



NOTE: The record of this individual, in duplicate, as cont ain ed 

in the files of the Identification Division, is attached 
hereto. 

JDR 


recorded 
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fbi/ooj 


Dallas Texas 


April 2nd 193? ' ^ 

Secret Service Department. 

Washington D C 

Gentlemen. ■_ 

We H bsv a man appearing in person around through the country 
Pictures Shows & Say.s he is the real old time Jessie James 
& offers $5.ooo. Reward to anyone that proves that he is not 
The oat law Off old days. 

X would like to know if he is or not. 


Awaiting your Reply. 
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VACtLL 

62-26471-4 


April 12; 1937 


DftllM, Texas, V' ; • 

. P ^ 5 ^ \ ' v.V': 

' This will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated April 2, 1937, requesting inforactioo coaearning 
a peraon aaoed Jessie 

Please be advised that the file® of this 
Bureau do not contain any inf or so ti on relative to 
the “real old tine Jessie Janes* and, therefore, I m 
enable to furnish you with the iafonaation requested# 






h ' t«7 truly youre, ^ ; -^|v - .»•■ 

V4'T-v.A' 'iUifi c • \£;A'-v. -v-‘ • - 
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NOTORIOUS 


S A 


IS SOUR I OUTLAV 


Jesse James, the noted Qav 

?T “f * 4 “ 

^ P3 C ilri/fitiAi D..Ll* n >* 


i ' • * A . . f ,aeDtlt y to a disbelieving 

America s Original Public Enemy No. 1 

D — i, i «■ . 


Returns to tell the True 

Story of his Early Life 

)f Banditry! ▲ 



BobPord'pkS hfafora J,r‘E ry f how he «»d 

clothes with the slain Charles RiLw, , how Jesse changed 
and made his escape only £" ® wanted man) . 
his own funeral and act S raeof* M c * Xt day , to attend 
Hear Jesse James tell how he helno* u ls °T i ? Pall-bearers, 
his own mother’s window r Hear hf^toiV 17 hlmself outside 
mg tales of his own exnloiS « a ^ ? any othe * thrill- 
Enemy No. 1. ' C *? l0lts « America’s Original Publfc‘ 







e 




Missouri Outlaw. He lias been 
, positively indentified by hun- 
dreds of early settlers every- 
where, and cordially invites 
all old-time residents to meet I 
him personally and discuss 
old times. . : I 


EXTRA!! 

ON OUR STAGE 


HANK FARRIS f 

Former Double for 

" KEN 
MAYNARD 
IN PERSON 

-V and L;. 

Ann Alexander 

Cowgirl Screen Star 


The Most Sensational 
Australian Whip-Cracking 
and Fancy Roping Per- 
formance Ever Seen on the 
American Stage. 


COMEDY! THRILLS! 

.1 


*- T - ' 

THE OLD WEST BLENDS 
WITH THE NEW WEST 
AS THE MISSOURI BAD 
MAN MATCHES YARNS 
WITH THE HOLLYWOOD 
DAREDEVIL. * 



PLUS: EPISODE Ho. 10, “THE IdST CITY” and NEWS 

h Addition la Regulal Screen Program! 


















August 10 1937 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington,D.C. * 

Dear sirs;- 

Several days ago an aged man was in this locallity who 
said that he was J essie* 3 .Tames - He said that he had recently 
reported to one of the TJ.S. law inforcement agencies 
and had been given a full pardon# 

Now I have no personal interest in this case except that 
this man says he is getting theatre booking thru this 
territory, and I beleive that he is a full-fledged 
liar as to his identity# Some friends have asked me to 
write you and see if you could give us some information 
as to whether this man is on the level# 


Yours truly 



recorded 
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lington, XentuoJcy. 
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-• •■' •• . • V •. . : ■ -• .. . . - ,-.v V m •. '.:••■ *r ’ , . i.. . ... r. 
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_ ,V,y .*••* •- v ir^*.-.r ? v>* • ' • ! V 4*; 5 .£ . ;$.vy;*: i ‘ ‘ «'^V-r •- *••'; .• 

• • ’*v; **; . ^ w : ■w*'*: :>»'* './*>•*.; v. ; <v *?,.v • * -V- *’ vc '***. V.* •* • ; 


: $ ;- 8, “ 

• This sill acknowledge receipt of your letter y-^: 

^ Q* *7 4 st vnn / X. ' :' • • *' : i '••!>*? Y' Jv 


‘‘ v ’: } . , ^ >;• ,->u . ‘ y 


dated August 10, 1937, la which you request information 

as to whether an individual named Jessie James referred : '■■ f v y- 

to in your letter is *on the level.* - . 


■ . Jundly be Informed that toe riles or thlJ 

Bureau contain no Information relative to the original' 
: Jesse • James end, • acoordiagly, I am unable to furnish 
you with the information requested. 


Very truly yours. 




Asjk 7^7. /It? 
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